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Senate
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was

called to order by the Honorable MARK
DAYTON, a Senator from the State of
Minnesota.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Today’s
prayer will be offered by our guest
Chaplain, Father Paul Lavin, Pastor of
St. Joseph’s on Capitol Hill.

PRAYER

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Let us listen to the word of the Lord
given us by David in Psalm 140:

‘‘Deliver me, O Lord, from evil men;
preserve me from violent men, From
those who devise evil in their hearts,
and stir up wars every day.

‘‘Save me, O Lord, from the hands of
the wicked; preserve me from violent
men Who plan to trip up my feet—the
proud who have hidden a trap for me;
They have spread cords for a net; by
the wayside they have laid snares for
me.

‘‘Grant not, O Lord, the desires of the
wicked; further not their plans. Those
who surround me lift up their heads;
may the mischief which they threaten
overwhelm them.

‘‘I know that the Lord renders justice
to the afflicted, judgment to the poor.
Surely the just shall give thanks to
your name; the upright shall dwell in
your presence.’’

Let us pray.
God our Father, You reveal that

those who work for peace will be called
Your children. Help the men and
women who serve in the United States

Senate to work without easing for that
justice which brings true and lasting
peace. Glory and praise to You, for ever
and ever.

f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Honorable MARK DAYTON led the

Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the

United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,

Washington, DC, December 14, 2001.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable MARK DAYTON, a Sen-
ator from the State of Minnesota, to perform
the duties of the Chair.

ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.

Mr. DAYTON thereupon assumed the
chair as Acting President pro tempore.

f

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MAJORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Minnesota is
recognized.

f

SCHEDULE

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President,
speaking on behalf of the leader, we ex-
pect several amendments to be offered
and debated today. No rollcall votes
will occur today. The next rollcall vote
will occur on Tuesday at approxi-
mately 11 a.m. on the adoption of the
ESEA conference report.

f

AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION,
AND RURAL ENHANCEMENT ACT
OF 2001

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will now resume consideration
of S. 1731, which the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A bill (S. 1731) to strengthen the safety net

for agricultural producers, to enhance re-
source conservation and rural development,
to provide for farm credit, agricultural re-
search, nutrition, and related programs, to
ensure consumers abundant food and fiber,
and for other purposes.

Pending:
Daschle (for Harkin) Amendment No. 2471,

in the nature of a substitute.
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